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DETAILED ACTION 


1 . The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claims 3 and 7 are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .75(c), as being of improper 
dependent form for failing to further limit the subject matter of a previous claim. 
Applicant is required to cancel the claim(s), or amend the claim(s) to place the claim(s) 
in proper dependent form, or rewrite the claim(s) in independent form. 


Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. Claims 1-4, 6-7, 15-16, and 18-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Lia'765 (US Patent Application Publication 2003/01 14765). 

Regarding claims 1, 3, and 7, Lia discloses a blood pressure measuring 
apparatus comprising a pneumatic assembly (element 20) that is used for generation of 
pressure (paragraph [0024]) and an attached gage (element 30A). Said pneumatic 
assembly includes a depressible bulb (element 21) that is used to manually generate 
pressure by squeezing (paragraph [0030]) and a bleed valve (element 27; paragraph 
[0027]). The gage comprises a dial face with measurement indicia (paragraph [0020]). 
The apparatus may be connected to a sleeve (element 38) via a connector end 
(element 65A). The measuring cell and operating unit are connected to each other via a 
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removable connecting element (port 105, 106, which receives a hose 19; paragraphs 
[0025], [0030]); the measuring cell and operating unit may be connected to each other 
in at least two predetermined positions with respect to each other, since the hose and 
port may be connected in a plurality of rotational positions. 

The examiner notes that the current rejection is drawn to the embodiment 
disclosed in figure 4 of Lia'765. The previous rejection of this application using Lia'765 
was drawn the embodiment disclosed in figure 3. 

Regarding claim 2, Lia'765 further discloses that a holder end is provided and 
allocated for the measuring ce(l (left side of element 1 9, figure 4), and that the 
measuring cell may be detachably connected to the holder end. 

Regarding claim 4, Lia'765 further discloses that the measuring cell and 
operating unit may be connected to each other in two positions rotated 180° with 
respect to each other, since the port (elements 105, 106) and hose (element 19) may be 
connected in a plurality of rotational positions, including those rotated 180° with respect 
to each other. 

Regarding claim 6, Lia'765 further discloses that the measuring cell and the 
operating unit may be connected to each other by a plugging connection, by the hose 
(element 1 9) onto the barb (elements 105, 106) (paragraph [0030]). 

Regarding claim 15, Lia'765 further discloses that the measuring gage (element 
30A) is removably held within a socket (element 34; paragraph [0029]), and may 
therefore be exchanged for alternate measuring gages that also fit within the provided 
socket. Additionally, the measuring gage is connected to the operating unit by a port; 
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the hose (element 19) used to attach the operating unit may be attached to an alternate 
measuring gage having a similar port. 

Regarding claim 16, Lia'765 further discloses that the operating unit (element 20) 
comprises a valve with a release screw (element 27). 

Regarding claim 18, Lia'765 further discloses that the pressure generated by the 
pneumatic assembly (element 20) is generated by squeezing a depressible bulb 
(element 21 ; paragraph [0030]). The bulb is connected to the pneumatic assembly by a 
hose (element 19) that is slidably attached to a barb (element 106) on a receiving port 
(element 105) of the main socket (figure 4). 

Regarding claim 19, Lia'765 discloses a hand-operated blood pressure 
measuring apparatus comprising a measuring cell having a pressure display for 
measuring a pressure progression (element 30A); a hand-operated operating unit 
having a pressure generating and regulating device (elements 20, 21, 27, etc.), wherein 
the measuring cell and operating unit are detachably connected to each other (elements 
19, 105, 106); where the measuring cell and the operating unit can be connected to 
each other in at least two predetermined positions with respect to each other (since port 
105/106 and hose 19 may be connected to each other in any number of predetermined 
positions), and where a guiding means is provided for guiding at least one of the 
measuring cell and the operating unit into the at least two predetermined positions (tube 
105 guides hose 19 into its final position). 

The examiner notes that applicant has disclosed "guiding means", which may be 
an attempt to invoke means-plus-function. However, according to MPEP 2181, "...a 
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claim element that does not include the phrase "means for" or "step for" will not be 
considered to invoke 35 U.S.C. 112, sixth paragraph. If an applicant wishes to have the 
claim limitation treated under 35 U.S.C. 112, sixth paragraph, applicant must either: (A) 
amend the claim to include the phrase "means for" or "step for" in accordance with 
these guidelines; or (B) show that even though the phrase "means for" or "step for" is 
not used, the claim limitation is written as a function to be performed and does not recite 
sufficient structure, material, or acts which would preclude application of 35 U.S.C. 112, 
sixth paragraph. See Watts v. XL Systems, Inc., 232 F.3d 877, 56 USPQ2d 1836 (Fed. 
Cir. 2000)" 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
4. Claims 1 1-14 and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
overLia'765. 

Regarding claim 1 1 , Lia'765 discloses all the elements of the current invention, 
as applied to claims 1 , 3, 4, 7, 15, and 18 above, except for the identifying means for 
individualizing. The examiner takes official notice that it is well known in the medical 
field to identify or personalize a medical item. Doctors often identify their equipment to 
prevent misuse by others. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
at the time the invention was made to have identified or personalized the apparatus of 
Lia'765 in order to prevent misuse by others. 

Regarding claim 12, Lia'765 discloses all the elements of the current invention, 
as described above, except for attaching the identifying means to a removable 
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connecting element or bolting element that is used to connect the measuring cell and 
operating unit. The applicant has not stated that the location of the identifying means is 
for a particular purpose, or that it solves a stated problem. As such, the exact 
attachment location of the identification means would have been a mere matter of 
design choice for one skilled in the art. 

Regarding claim 13, Lia'765 discloses all the elements of the current invention, 
as described above, except for the connecting or bolting element being at least partially 
formed transparent. The examiner takes official notice that it is well known in the 
medical field to provide means for the identification of medical items, such as forming 
components at least partially of transparent material to allow identifying means to be 
securely contained underneath. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to have partially formed the connecting or 
bolting element of the apparatus of Lia'765 of transparent material in order to allow 
identification means to be attached to the apparatus. 

Regarding claim 14, Lia'765 discloses all the elements of the current invention, 
as described above, except for providing means on the connecting or bolting element 
for connecting to both the measuring cell and the operating unit. Lia'765 further 
discloses that the port element (element 105, 106) that is used to join the operating cell 
(element 20) and the measuring gage (element 30A) further includes a barb (element 
106) for joining the operating unit and the measuring cell (figure 4). 

Regarding claim 17, Lia'765 discloses all the elements of the current invention, 
as described above, except for using a spring bow clamping connection to hold the 
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bleed valve' screw in place. The applicant has not stated that the choice of a spring bow 
is for a particular purpose, or that it solves a stated problem. As such, the exact 
clamping mechanism would have been a mere matter of design choice for one skilled in 
the art. 

5. Claims 9 and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Lia'765 in view of Riester'287. 

Regarding claim 9, Lia'765 discloses all the elements of the current invention, as 
described above, except for providing an elastic element between the measuring cell 
and the operating unit. 

Riester'287 teaches a hand-operated blood pressure measuring device 
comprising a measuring cell (element 1 ) that is detachably connected to an operating 
unit, which includes a rubber bulb pump for generating pressure and a discharge valve 
for regulating pressure (column 4, lines 7-14 - see figure 1), and may be attached to a 
blood pressure sleeve via a connector end (element 1 4). A valve washer (element 2), 
fabricated from an elastic (rubber) material (column 4, lines 56-59) is located between 
the pressure gauge (element 1) and the remainder of the operating unit (figure 1), in 
order to seal the connection and prevent leaks. It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have made the apparatus 
of Lia'765 and included an elastic element between the operating unit and measuring 
cell, as taught by Riester'287, in order to seal the connection and prevent leaks. 
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Regarding claim 10, Lia'765 in view of Riester'287 discloses all the elements of 
the current invention, as described above, except for the elastic element being arranged 
pressed between the measuring cell and the operating unit when the two are 
connected. 

Riester'287 further teaches that the valve washer is positioned between the 
pressure gauge (element 1 ) and the air outlet bushing (element 4) of the operating unit; 
the outlet bushing is screwed into place and thereby compresses the valve washer 
(column 4, lines 62-65), in order to tightly seal the connection. It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have 
made the apparatus of Lia'765 in view of Riester'287 and arranged the elastic element 
so it is pressed between the operating unit and measuring cell, as taught by 
Riester'287, in order to tightly seal the connection. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

6. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: 

The prior art of record fails to anticipate or make obvious the structure of claim 
20, including, inter-alia, bolting a blood pressure measuring apparatus's measuring cell 
and operating unit to each other. 

Lia'765 discloses a blood pressure measuring apparatus with a measuring cell 
and operating unit that may be removably connected, but does not disclose the parts 
being bolted to each other. 
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Response to Arguments 

7. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-4, 6-7, and 9-18 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Though the previous rejection was also based upon Lia'765, the rejection was 
drawn to the embodiment disclosed in figure 3. The present rejection is drawn to the 
embodiment disclosed in Lia's figure 4. 

Conclusion 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Karen E. Toth whose telephone number is 571-272- 
6824. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Charles Marmor, II can be reached on 571-272-4730. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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